
Motion  

to be moved at Leighton-Linslade Town Council meeting 30 September 2019 

That this Council, mindful of the traffic congestion affecting the Leighton Road/West 

Street corridor for considerable parts of the week, requests the road traffic engineers at 

Central Bedfordshire Council to discuss with LLTC’s Planning & Transport Committee 

the possibility of modifying the two pedestrian crossings at the West Street/Bridge Street 

Leighton Buzzard intersection to Pelican crossings or some other type of controlled 

crossing whereby both traffic and pedestrian flows are regulated. 

Mover : Cllr Steve Owen 

Seconder: Cllr Anne Gray 

[Note: the Mover is content that the Motion is referred to the Planning & Transport 

Committee in accordance with Standing Order 10b.] 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Leighton Road/West Street corridor is often slow-moving as a result of the heavily 

used linked pedestrian crossings at the Bridge Street junction. The pedestrians using the 

crossings are frequently singletons or pairs using the crossings one after the other, 

causing either a lengthy wait for vehicles or permitting only one vehicle at a time to 

proceed before having to stop again. 

In many towns such crossings are light-controlled. Vehicle traffic is able to flow whilst 

pedestrians wait, having pressed the control button. A green light then allow pedestrians 

to cross for a regulated amount of time, after which they again have to wait whilst vehicle 

traffic again proceeds. 

Pedestrians are thus “collected” into groups who all cross at the same time. The problem 

of traffic having to wait for a series of sequential pedestrians to cross is thus greatly 

reduced. Pedestrian safety is improved since the current frustration for drivers is 

reduced and with it the possibility of drivers disregarding would-be pedestrian crossers. 

The success of the scheme could be used to gauge whether similar conversions should 

be planned for e.g. the pedestrian crossing at the North Street roundabout. Section 106 

money could be considered as a legitimate use to part-fund the cost involved. 


